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About Region Five’s Hunting Access Program

In 2015, there are 116 Block Management Areas (BMAS) that will provide access to
approximately 624,000 acres of private, state, and federal lands. Like others, Region 5 (R5) has
Type | and Type 1l BMAs (discussed near the front of this Guide), which give hunters flexibility
in gaining permission. About half are Type | and half are Type Il in R5. In general, Type |
BMAs allow the hunter to administer their own permission while Type 1l BMASs require getting
permission from the landowner or a representative. Regardless of permission type, please keep in
mind that BMAs are comprised wholly or partially of private lands. As a hunter you have the
privilege to access these lands and your behavior will play an important role in the future of
Montana’s hunting heritage. Good luck and be safe!

How to use this Guide for R5

Included in this Guide is a regional map showing the general location, identification number, and
permission type for each BMA as well as deer and elk hunting district boundaries. There is also
an index that gives general information for each BMA, which is identified by its number. This
information will help you locate the hunting opportunities you wish to pursue. The following
outlines the procedure to request detailed rules/maps of particular BMAs:

1. Refer to the map and index to identify BMASs you are interested in hunting. Be aware that
the hunting districts shown on the map in this guide are for deer/elk. Districts for other
species are not necessarily numbered the same.

2. Using the BMA map number, obtain a copy of the rules/map from Fish, Wildlife &
Parks. Individual BMA rules/maps will be available for viewing/printing from the FWP
website, which is fwp.mt.gov. Maps may also be requested in person at the FWP R5
Headquarters at 2300 Lake EImo Drive in Billings, by e-mailing fwprSbmp@mt.gov or
by calling (406) 247-2940. If you need more specific information about a BMA before
requesting a map, a complete set of R5 BMA maps will be available for viewing at the
headquarters.

3. Hunters may receive a maximum of five maps per day if requested from FWP. Please
help us reduce administrative costs by only requesting the maps of BMAs you intend to
visit. Due to time constraints, BMA maps will not be faxed. Specific BMA contact
information such as phone numbers will only be available on rules/maps. Please do not
ask for this information over the phone as you are expected to have the rules/map in-hand
before arranging permission.

How to obtain permission to hunt

Each BMA rules/map lists the method and steps for obtaining permission to hunt on that
particular area. Please abide by times for calling landowners, if listed. If times are not listed,
please be considerate and call at reasonable hours. Landowners are not required to and may not
return phone calls. While obtaining permission to hunt BMAs within R5, please keep the
following Administrative Rules/policies in mind:
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e Use only current year BMA rules/maps. R5 produces new rules/maps each year to
address rule, boundary, or permission method changes. Also, there is some turnover in
BMAs from year to year so a previous BMA may no longer be enrolled.

e Reservations. By Administrative Rule, reservations may not be made before August
21° (abide by the date shown on the individual BMA map/rules as it may be later than
this). If a BMA takes reservations, a hunter may only have one reservation on that BMA
at any one time. After the dates of the reservation pass, a hunter may make another
reservation to hunt that BMA. Hunters may have reservations on more than one BMA as
long as they are not for the same hunting dates. Reservations can be up to three days, but
must be for consecutive days. Individuals from the same hunting party may not make
reservations for consecutive three-day blocks in an attempt to book more than three days
for their party. Hunters may hunt more than one BMA in a day, but are prohibited from
making reservations to hunt on more than one limited-hunter BMA per day.

e Cancellations. If you make advance reservations on a BMA and are unable to hunt,
please inform the landowner of this as soon as possible. Also inform them if you are
successful early in your hunt and won’t be hunting all the days you have permission for.
Failure to do so may result in the loss of hunting privileges on that BMA for the
remainder of the hunting season. Be courteous and give others an opportunity to hunt.

Other hunting opportunities in south-central Montana

About 7% of the land base in FWP Region 5 is enrolled in the Block Management Program. That
leaves a great deal of land and associated hunting opportunities to explore. Hunters are
encouraged to look at these opportunities and not limit their days afield only to BMAs.

¢ Private lands not enrolled in Block Management (70%). Remember to “Ask First”
before hunting private lands and abide by landowners’ instructions.

e US Forest Service (12%). Region 5 has portions of three National Forests (Custer,
Gallatin, and Lewis & Clark) within its boundaries. Nearly all of these lands are open to
public hunting.

e Bureau of Land Management (5%). Most BLM lands are open to hunting and are
scattered throughout Region 5. The biggest blocks can be found in the northeast and
southern portions of the Region.

e State School Trust (DNRC) (5%). DNRC lands (school sections) are fairly evenly
scattered throughout our Region and usually in parcels of 640 acres or less. Hunting is
allowed on most lands and is subject to DNRC rules. Hunters should read and be
familiar with these rules before hunting.

e Other (1%). US Fish and Wildlife Service and National Park Service make up the
remainder of the land base in FWP Region 5. Hunting is allowed on some of these lands
and is subject to the regulating Agency’s rules. Please contact them before hunting.

For more information regarding FWP Region 5, contact:
MT Fish, Wildlife & Parks
2300 Lake Elmo Drive
Billings, MT 59105
(406) 247-2940
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